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WCIT Urges Progress in TiSA Negotiations to Benefit Washington’s Technology and Service Industries 
 
SEATTLE – In a positive step for Washington technology and services industries, negotiators convened on 
Monday to move toward a conclusion of the Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA). WCIT and its members urge U.S. 
negotiators to forge a high-standard deal that benefits Washington state’s service industries. 
 
“When we think of trade, we often think of goods that are transported by ship or plane, but services are one of 
our state’s top exports,” said WCIT Vice President of Policy & Communication, Ashley Dutta. “We exported $26.2 
billion in services in 2014, with software accounting for $11 billion of that total. From technology and tourism to 
education, finance and accounting, services sustain thousands of family-wage jobs in Washington state. We need 
to make sure we are advancing trade policies like TiSA that will unlock more opportunities for these industries.  
 
“Washington employers need a final TiSA that allows for cross-border flows of data without localization 
requirements, increases market access for our services, and reduces restrictions on foreign investment. Because 
technology is changing rapidly and Washington state is an epicenter for technological innovation, we also need 
to make sure that the agreement is adaptable and can provide benefits to services that don’t even exist yet.” 
 
The Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA) is a plurilateral agreement currently being negotiated between 23 
countries that represent 70% of global services trade. The current twenty-one-year-old World Trade Organization 
(WTO) services agreement, General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), does not effectively address costly 
service trade barriers, leading to large unrealized gains from services trade. 
 
Services represent almost 43% of Washington’s GDP, but less than 27% of total state exports, which means that 
there are opportunities to increase trade by Washington state service providers if an agreement like TiSA is 
passed. For more information on how TiSA would benefit Washington state, view WCIT’s TiSA factsheet here. 
 

# # # 
About the Washington Council on International Trade 
WCIT is the only organization in Washington dedicated exclusively to advocating for public policies that increase our state's 
international competitiveness. On behalf of its members — manufacturers, farmers, retailers and service providers – WCIT 
advocates for trade policies and investments that benefit Washington's workers and employers. 
WCIT works to: 

 Evaluate and share objective data on the impact of trade policies on Washington’s economy 
 Educate our local, state and federal elected officials about the benefits of strong international trade policies and 

investments to Washington employers and residents 
 Engage diverse stakeholders from across the state – including manufacturers, retailers, farmers and service providers - 

to drive policy changes that help them succeed in the global marketplace 
Follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn, and Facebook. 


