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WCIT Urges Substantial Progress in This Week’s U.S. – EU Trade Negotiations 
 

SEATTLE – As U.S. and European Union trade negotiators gather in New York today to launch the next round of 
Transatlantic Trade & Investment Partnership (TTIP) negotiations, WCIT and its members – manufacturers, 
farmers, retailers, and service providers from across Washington state – urge substantial progress toward 
concluding a high-standard U.S.-EU trade deal.  
 
“The EU is one of Washington state’s top trading partners and is our largest source of foreign direct investment, 
so we need to do more to break down barriers to growing this trade relationship even further," said Eric Schinfeld, 
President of WCIT. “Most importantly, we need to streamline rules and regulations so that our exporters can reach 
the European market of 500 million people without delays, costly regulatory procedures or other blockages. If 
these barriers were eliminated, growth in Washington state-EU trade could create over 17,000 jobs in Washington, 
and increase Washington’s exports to the EU by 26 percent. 
 
“It is essential for negotiators to do everything they can to reach a deal that will benefit both the U.S. and EU 
economies, and remain focused on a goal of concluding the TTIP before President Obama leaves office. The 
urgency of completing this agreement is highlighted even more by the progress that the EU has made in a similar 
agreement with Canada. Our state's employers and workers cannot afford to sit idly by while Canadian companies 
gain a competitive edge in the European market." 
 
For more information on TTIP and why it is important for Washington state, see WCIT’s TTIP factsheet. 
 

# # # 
 
About the Washington Council on International Trade 
WCIT is the only organization in Washington dedicated exclusively to advocating for public policies that increase 
our state's international competitiveness. On behalf of its members — manufacturers, farmers, retailers and 
service providers – WCIT advocates for trade policies and investments that benefit Washington's workers and 
employers. 

WCIT works to: 
• Evaluate and share objective data on the impact of trade policies on Washington’s economy 
• Educate our local, state and federal elected officials about the benefits of strong international trade 

policies and investments to Washington employers and residents 
• Engage diverse stakeholders from across the state – including manufacturers, retailers, farmers and service 

providers - to drive policy changes that help them succeed in the global marketplace 
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Follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn, and Facebook. 

http://twitter.com/#!/WashingtonTrade
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Washington-Council-on-International-Trade-3952426?gid=3952426&trk=hb_side_g
https://www.facebook.com/Washington-Council-on-International-Trade-1505532983109033/

