An International Competitiveness Strategy
for Washington State
A Project of the Washington Council on International Trade
& the Trade Development Alliance of Greater Seattle
International trade is a key driver of our state’s economy, cutting across nearly every industry sector. In
fact, based on our research, at least 40% of all jobs in Washington can be tied to trade-related
activity, making our state one of the most trade-engaged economies in the country.
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investments to increase our international competitiveness; with such a plan, Washington can create tens
of thousands of jobs and economic benefits for our state’s residents.
Strategies To Increase International Competitiveness 		
1) A “Washington State Trade Communications Campaign” to communicate the benefits
of trade;
2) A coordinated state legislative advocacy effort to increase state investments in international competitiveness;
3) The continued growth of Washington’s federal trade policy advocacy efforts;
4) A focus on increasing the competitiveness of our ports;
5) Efforts to coordinate all of the key stakeholders in our state who play a role in boosting
our international competitiveness; and
6) A focus on increasing trade by Washington companies in key industries, and to targeted
countries.
By taking these steps, the positive impact of Washington’s international activity can be boosted even
further, with broad benefits for Washington residents and increased competitiveness for Washington
companies in the global economy.
For more information, visit www.wcit.org/strategy and www.seattletradealliance.com/strategy.php

