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Washington Council on International Trade Thanks Washington Congressional Delegation 

for their Support of Free Trade Agreements; Celebrates Congressional Passage 

  

Seattle – Celebrating the passage of the Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with Colombia, Panama 

and South Korea, Washington Council on International Trade (WCIT) President Eric Schinfeld 

stated the following:  

 

“Today’s action by Congress is the exciting culmination of years of effort to increase 

opportunities for businesses and citizens throughout the United States – and particularly in 

Washington state–to benefit from international trade. Passage of these trade agreements will 

bring sorely needed economic activity for Washington, creating more than 10,000 jobs and 

giving new advantages to the broad diversity of our state’s economy from agriculture and 

manufacturing to IT and professional services. South Korea is Washington’s fourth largest 

export customer, with total exports reaching $2.8 billion in 2010. Colombia and Panama 

represent important, fast-growing markets for our state, with a combined value of close to $400 

million in exports last year; this amount represents an increase of 180% over 2009.  

 

On behalf of WCIT’s members, I would like to thank the Washington Congressional delegation 

for their almost universal support of these measures, in the face of stiff opposition from interest 

groups and other members of Congress. Our state’s Senators and Representatives recognize that 

Washington is the most trade-dependent state in the country–with one in three jobs tied to trade–

and that these long-delayed agreements are essential to increased jobs and opportunity for 

Washington’s businesses and residents.  

 

WCIT’s members–farmers, manufacturers, service providers, researchers, educators, non-profit 

organizations and individuals–have prioritized the passage of these FTAs as both good trade 

policy and a major benefit to Washington’s economy. We join with businesses and citizens 

throughout Washington in celebrating the approval of these three trade agreements by 

Congress.” 

# # # 

 
About the Washington Council on International Trade 

For 38 years, the Washington Council on International Trade (WCIT) has been the leading policy resource for Washington state 

companies engaged in international trade. Broadly respected for its credible and independent voice, WCIT is the primary 

information resource on international trade issues for elected representatives, business leaders, the media, educators and 

community groups in Washington state. WCIT is an affiliate of the Greater Seattle Chamber of Commerce.  

 

Please visit us at www.wcit.org, check us out on, LinkedIn, and Twitter, and read the State of Trade blog. 
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